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HOUSE BI LL 2269

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Kirby, Warnick, WIllianms and O nsby

Read first time 02/15/2007. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to allowing attorneys to recover actual costs for
servi ce of process; anmendi ng RCW 4. 84.010; and adding a new section to
chapter 18.180 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW4.84.010 and 1993 ¢ 48 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

The neasure and node of conpensation of attorneys and counsel ors,
shall be left to the agreenent, expressed or inplied, of the parties,
but there shall be allowed to the prevailing party upon the judgnent
certain suns by way of indemity for the prevailing party's expenses in
the action, which all owances are ternmed costs, including, in addition
to costs otherw se authorized by law, the foll ow ng expenses:

(1) Filing fees;

(2) Fees for the service of process by a public officer, registered
process server, or other neans, as follows:

(a) When service is by a public officer, the recoverable cost is
the fee authorized by law at the tine of service.

(b) If service is by a process server registered pursuant to
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chapter 18.180 RCW or a person exenpt from registration, the
recoverable cost is the amunt ((+easenably)) actually charged and
incurred in effecting service;

(3) Fees for service by publication;

(4) Notary fees, but only to the extent the fees are for services
that are expressly required by law and only to the extent they
represent actual costs incurred by the prevailing party;

(5) Reasonabl e expenses, exclusive of attorneys' fees, incurred in
obtaining reports and records, which are admtted into evidence at
trial or in mandatory arbitration in superior or district court,
including but not Ilimted to nedical records, tax records, personnel
records, insurance reports, enploynent and wage records, police
reports, school records, bank records, and l|legal files;

(6) Statutory attorney and w tness fees; and

(7) To the extent that the court or arbitrator finds that it was
necessary to achieve the successful result, the reasonabl e expense of
the transcription of depositions used at trial or at the nmandatory
arbitration hearing: PROVIDED, That the expenses of depositions shal
be allowed on a pro rata basis for those portions of the depositions
i ntroduced into evidence or used for purposes of inpeachnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.180 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A process server required to register under RCW 18. 180.010(1)
or exenpt from registration under RCW 18.180.010(2) (a), (c), or (d)
shall be allowed to charge and collect the followng fees in civi
actions, suits, and proceedi ngs for each service assignnent delivered
to the process server for service:

(a) If the fee is not greater than one hundred dollars, then the
actual anount charged to a party for service;

(b) If the fee is greater than one hundred dollars, then a
reasonabl e anmount charged to a party for service.

(2) Any fees allowable under this section, and actually charged by
a process server, shall be a reasonable cost awarded to, and
recoverabl e by, the party incurring sane if that party prevails in an
action.
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